
The Daniel Dilemma 
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The Power of Limitations 
 

 
22  “You are his successor, O Belshazzar, and you knew all this, yet you 
have not humbled yourself. 23  For you have proudly defied the LORD 
of heaven and have had these cups from his Temple brought before 
you. You and your nobles and your wives and concubines have been 
drinking wine from them while praising gods of silver, gold, bronze, 
iron, wood, and stone—gods that neither see nor hear nor know 
anything at all. But you have not honored the God who gives you the 
breath of life and controls your destiny! 24  So God has sent this hand 
to write this message.  
25  “This is the message that was written: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, and 
PARSIN. 26  This is what these words mean: Mene means 
‘numbered’—God has numbered the days of your reign and has 
brought it to an end. 27  Tekel means ‘weighed’—you have been 
weighed on the balances and have not measured up. 28  Parsin means 
‘divided’—your kingdom has been divided and given to the Medes 
and Persians.”   Daniel 5:22-28 (NLT2) 
 
 
 
1.  Remember there is an end.   
 
12  Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of 
wisdom.   Psalm 90:12 (NIV) 
 
7  "They are dreaded and feared; Their justice and authority originate 
with themselves.   Habakkuk 1:7 (NASB) 
 
23  For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious 
standard. 24  Yet God, with undeserved kindness, declares that we are 
righteous. He did this through Christ Jesus when he freed us from the 
penalty for our sins. 25  For God presented Jesus as the sacrifice for 
sin. People are made right with God when they believe that Jesus 
sacrificed his life, shedding his blood. This sacrifice shows that God 

was being fair when he held back and did not punish those who 
sinned in times past,  Romans 3:23-25 (NLT2) 
 

 

2. Put first things first.  
 
31  So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we 
drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' 32  For the pagans run after all these 
things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33  But 
seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will 
be given to you as well.     Matthew 6:31-33 (NIV) 
 
6  in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths 
straight. . .  9  Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the first fruits 
of all your crops; 10  then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and 
your vats will brim over with new wine.     Proverbs 3:6, 9-10 (NIV) 
 

 

 
3. Now is the time. 
 
36  What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his 
soul? 37  Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?   Mark 
8:36-37 (NIV) 
 
14  Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is 
your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then 
vanishes.    James 4:14 (NIV) 
 
2  For he says, "In the time of my favor I heard you, and in the day of 
salvation I helped you." I tell you, now is the time of God's favor, now 
is the day of salvation.   2 Corinthians 6:2 (NIV) 
 

 
 
Communion Reflection 
15  Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ 



Jesus came into the world to save sinners--of whom I am the worst.   
1 Timothy 1:15 (NIV) 
 

 

 


