
Dealing with Dark Times 
December 15-16, 2018 

 

Dare to Believe Again 
  
 
17  A man in the crowd answered, "Teacher, I brought you my son, 
who is possessed by a spirit that has robbed him of speech. 
18  Whenever it seizes him, it throws him to the ground. He foams at 
the mouth, gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid. I asked your 
disciples to drive out the spirit, but they could not." 19  . . .  “Bring the 
boy to me." 20  So they brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it 
immediately threw the boy into a convulsion. He fell to the ground 
and rolled around, foaming at the mouth. 21  Jesus asked the boy's 
father, "How long has he been like this?" "From childhood," he 
answered. 22  "It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill him. 
But if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us." 23  "'If you 
can'?" said Jesus. "Everything is possible for him who believes." 
24  Immediately the boy's father exclaimed, "I do believe; help me 
overcome my unbelief!"    Mark 9:17-24 (NIV) 
 

1. Be aware dark times can mutate our faith. 
 

21  "Lord," Martha said to Jesus, "if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died. 22  But I know that even now God will give you 
whatever you ask." 23  Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again." 
24  Martha answered, "I know he will rise again in the resurrection at 
the last day." 25  Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. 
He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 26  and whoever 
lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" 27  "Yes, 
Lord," she told him, "I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, 
who was to come into the world."    John 11:21-27 (NIV) 
 

a. It can become a situational or conditional shell.   

 
b. It can become a doctrinal shell. 

 

     

 

c.  It can result in a stay at home vision.    
 
20  When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to 
meet him, but Mary stayed at home.   John 11:20 (NIV) 

 

 

 

2. Be willing to have your faith stirred . 
 

33  When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along 
with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 
34  "Where have you laid him?" he asked. "Come and see, Lord," they 
replied. 35  Jesus wept.   John 11:33-35 (NIV) 
 
39  "Take away the stone," he said.      John 11:39a (NIV) 
 
4  "Do not be afraid; you will not suffer shame. Do not fear disgrace; 
you will not be humiliated. You will forget the shame of your youth 
and remember no more the reproach of your widowhood. 5  For your 
Maker is your husband-- the LORD Almighty is his name-- the Holy 
One of Israel is your Redeemer; he is called the God of all the earth.   
Isaiah 54:4-5 (NIV) 
.    

 

 

3. Pray for the gift of faith. 
 
3  For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of 
yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with 
sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has 
given you.   Romans 12:3 (NIV) 
 


