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Contending for your future 
 
 
 
1. Know you have an assignment. 

4  The word of the LORD came to me, saying, 5  "Before I formed you 
in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I 
appointed you as a prophet to the nations."   Jeremiah 1:4-5 (NIV)  
 
10  For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.   
Ephesians 2:10 (NIV)  
 

 

 
2.  Focus on what God says.    
 

6  "Ah, Sovereign LORD," I said, "I do not know how to speak; I am 
only a child." 7  But the LORD said to me, "Do not say, 'I am only a 
child.' You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I 
command you. 8  Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will 
rescue you," declares the  LORD.   Jeremiah 1:6-8 (NIV) 
 

 

 

3.  God will give you the power you need.    
 
9  Then the LORD reached out his hand and touched my mouth and 
said to me, "Now, I have put my words in your mouth. 10  See, today I 
appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to 
destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant."   Jeremiah 1:9-10 (NIV) 
 

 
 

 

5  If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives 
generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.   
James 1:5 (NIV) 
 
14  This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask 
anything according to his will, he hears us. 15  And if we know that he 
hears us--whatever we ask--we know that we have what we asked of 
him.  1 John 5:14-15 (NIV) 
 
 
4. Develop your capacities. 
 
10  See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and 
tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant." 11  The 
word of the LORD came to me: "What do you see, Jeremiah?" "I see 
the branch of an almond tree," I replied. 12  The LORD said to me, 
"You have seen correctly, for I am watching to see that my word is 
fulfilled." 13  The word of the LORD came to me again: "What do you 
see?" "I see a boiling pot, tilting away from the north," I answered. 
14  The LORD said to me, "From the north disaster will be poured out 
on all who live in the land.    Jeremiah 1:10-14 (NIV) 
 
6  We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's 
gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. 7  If it is 
serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8  if it is 
encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of 
others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern 
diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.   
Romans 12:6-8 (NIV) 
 
29  Do you see a man skilled in his work? He will serve before kings; he 
will not serve before obscure men.   Proverbs 22:29 (NIV) 
  
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 


